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The "Cabinet" is either passionate or poetic vision—
a spiritual gift, which may soon and easily become a
spiritual bondage; wherein a man is locked up, with
keys of gold indeed, yet is he a prisoner all the same:
his prison built by his love or his art, with a view
open beyond of exquisite limited loveliness, soft
quiet and light of dew or moon, and a whole fresh
world to rest in or look into, but intangible and
simply reflective; all present pleasure or power
trebled in it, until you try at too much and attempt
to turn spiritual to physical reality—"to seize the
inmost form" with "hands of flame" laid upon things
of the spirit which will endure no such ardent
handling—to translate eternal existence into
temporal, essential into accidental, substantial into
attributive; when at once the whole frame work,
which was meant otherwise to last out your present
life, breaks up and leaves you standard or cast out,
feeble and sightless "like a weeping babe." So that
whereas at first you were full of light natural
pleasure, "dancing merrily" in "the wild" of animal
or child life, you are now a child again, but unhappy
instead of happy—less than a child, thrown back on
the crying first stage of babyhood—having had the
larger vision and lost your hold of it by too great
pressure of impatience or desire—unfit for the old
pleasure and deprived of the new; and the maiden-
mother of your spiritual life, your art or your love,
is become wan and tearful as you, "pale reclined"

in the barren blowing air which cannot again be

filled with the fire and the luminous life of vision.
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